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_ SURGICAL LECTURES. 
LECTURE 


leeture on this subject, the pupils, 
being assembled in the operating 
theatre, were unexpectedly treated 
with the announcement of it being 
the intention of their respected 
teacher to furnish them with the 
concluding remarks on the adverse 
ciretmstances occasionally met 
with in the treatment of compound 
fractute. And although sadly be- 
hind time, and also much out of 
place, these short @bseriilitions were 
listened to with much interest. 
ubiquity of Tue Laxcet 
tunity to escape, but consideliéd the 
opinions deliveréiljeven as an apo-| A 
logy for a lecture, too valuailile to 
pass unnoticed. 
baa: been 
performed, Sir came ’for- 


ward and said, I shall now take the 
opportuity of concluding the subject 
of compound fractures; and shall 
therefore next speak of the treat- 


tending into the joints. . 

If a compound fracture should 
‘| extend into the ancle joint, that, of 
itself, would form no reason why 
amputation should be performed = 
but you should be guided princi- ; 
pally by the nature of the injury, 
by the age, and also by the con- 
stitution of the patient. If the’ 
compound fracture extending into 
this joint be oblique, _it will gene- 
rally do well, ‘provided - care be’ 
taken to procure adhesion of the 
wound, which is best effected ‘by 


applying lint dipped in blood ~., 


the lacerated in and al~* 
lowing it to remain 1 


separates'spontaneously. many- 


tailed bandage should be applied 
and kept wet with a spiritous lotion, 
composed of sps. vini. 3j. aque 

A splint should be applied on eagh 
side, padded with cushions so as 
to preserve the great toe in a line 
with the patella, as I before men- 


tioned’ to you; which is the point 
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you must attend to on these occa- 
sions. Platg thé Jog on iis in! 
the semiflexed position, so as to 
relax the muscles and render the 
patient’s position as easy as pos- 
require to be varied. according to 
the situation of the wound. But if 
the bone be comminuted as well as 
broken into the joint, and if there 
beybleeding from any large vessel, 
it will be proper to amputate im- 
mediately ; more especially if the 
patient be obliged to work hard for 
his support, for after recovery from 
commiaution, the limb will bear 
but a slight degree of exertion. 
But still, if the constitution be 
good, and the person be about the 
middle age, it is right to take away 
the small pieces of bone, heal the 
wound by adhesion, and produée 
anebylosis.- In one case suppu- 
Tation even followed, and the pa- 
tieat did perfectly well. 
compound fracture extend 
into the Ange joint, and the open- 
ing it will be necessary to 
am the constitutional dis- 
tyrbance will be exceedingly great, 
and run the risk of destroying the 
patient, But if the opening be 
|, try to procure adhesion, and 
hus make it a simple wound. 
When the condyles of: the femur 
ig to be placed on a pillow im the 
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straight position, and evaporating 
leeches and lotions are to be used 
to subdue the inflammation and 
swelling which necessarily attends 
this accident, Supposing the ex- 
ternal wound to have closed, you 
then apply pieces of pasteboard 
moistened by being soaked in warm 
water, about sixteen inches long 
and broad enough to reach under 
the joint, and have them confined 
by a roller. When this dries, you 
will find it exactly adapted to the 
shape of the joint, and it afterwards 
retains , 80 as best to con- 
fine the bones. I prefer the straight 
position in these cases, because the 
tibia presses the extremity of the 
broken condyle into a line with that 
which is not injured. 

Compound Fractures of the e/- 
bow joint genepally happen through 
the internal condyles of the os hu- 
meri, and the fracture takes an 
oblique direction into the joint. In 
the most severe accidents of this 
kind, the constitution is generally 
able to suppert it; if it be judicious- 
ly managed; I could mention to 
you several. cases which would 
prove the success of the practiogigf. 
effecting, union by adhesion. A 
case now presentagitself to my re- 
collection, of which J will give you" 
an outline. 

I was called to this to 
see a,brewer's servant whe had a 


compound fracture of the elbow 
joint, from the dray passing over 
his arm, which had considerably 
comminuted the bones. I could 
pass my finger readily into the 
joint, and feel the brachial artery 
pulsating on its fore part. Con- 
sidering the violence done to the 
joint, and the constitution of the 
patient; and men in such employ- 
ment, you know, are in the habit of 
drinking largely of porter and spi- 
rits, and therefore render their con- 
stitutions exceedingly irritable; I 
told him, that I feared there was 
scarcely any chance of his reco- 
very, unless he consented to have 
the limb removed ; this he deter- 
mined however not to submit to, 
and I therefore did all in my 
power to save both his life and his 
limb. The bones were easily re- 
placed, and the parts were brought 
carefully together. The limb was 
laid upon a splint, a bandage was 
lightly applied, and the fore-arm 
was placed at right angles with the 
upper arm. The wound united 
without any untoward circum- 
stances; and the only thing that 
happened, which appeared in the 
Teast to retard his recovery, was 
the formation of an abscess in his 
shoulder, which-was opened, and 
immediately healed. The joint 
was not even completely anchy- 
losed, forthe retained sufficient mo- 


387 
tion to allow him to resume his- 
former occupation. 

If a contrary practice be adopt- 
ed, if poultiees, for example, be 
applied, the adhesive process is 
prevented, and suppuration pro- 
duced, which puts life in danger, 
or renders amputation necessary. 
I will, whilst I think of it, give you, 
the result of a case where this prac-. 
tice was followed. 

A woman between fifty and sixty 
years of age was admitted into 
Guy's Hospital with a wound of 
the elbow joint, and fracture of 
both the condyles of the os humeri. 
A poultice was directed to be ap-. 
plied, and fomentation ordered 
twice inthe day. On the day fol- 
lowing the accident, she had a 
considerable degree of fever. On 
the third day, the upper arm was 
exceedingly swollen, attended with. 
a copious sanious discharge from 
the wound. On the fourth day, 
her strength was greatly reduced, 
and the wound had almost ceased 
to discharge, but the arm_was very, 
much swollen; and fifth. 
day she died. 

In all cases of this accident, the: 
arm should be kept in the bent po- 
sition; for as anchylosis in a greater 
or less degree will be the conse- 
quence, it is attended with much 
less inconvenience in this position 
thanin any other. Ifthe bones be 
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very much comminuted and the 
wound large, all the detached por- 
tions of bone should be removed; 
but in old people, when much in- 
jury is done, there is often not suf- 
ficient strength to support the sup- 
purative process, and amputation 
should be recommended. The 
edges of the wound should be kept 
together by placing a piece of lint 
dipped in blood over them, and a 
bandage lightly applied, wetted 
with spirits of wine and water. 
Even if it should suppurate, it will 
not be necessary to amputate, un- 
less any thing particular should 
afterwards happen. 

A compound fracture extending 
into the wrist joint is a very se- 
rious accident when the radius is 
much comminuted, but it is an in- 
jury which does very well when 
the radius is broken without being 
much shattered. I sav a case of 
this injury in a patient in the coun-- 
try, where the man met with the 
accident by falling upon the back 
of his hand, and the ulna pro- 
truded:anjinch and a half through 
the integuments; the bone was 
immediately reduced and bandaged 
lightly ; the wound healed by the 
adhesive process, and the man re- 
covered the perfect use of the 
limb. I recollect another case of 
the same kind, which came under 
the care of Mr. in the 
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other Hospital; I now forget in 
what manner the accident hap- 
pened, but the ulna projected 
through the integuments at the 
back of the carpus, and a com- 
pound fracture of the radius, with 
great comminution of the bone, 
replaced, but immediately resumed 
its dislocated position on the back 
of the wrist, although it did not 
again protrude through the skin. 
The hand and fore-arm were placed 
in a poultice, and were ordered to 
be fomented twice in the day. A 
copious suppuration ensued, at- 
tended with violent constitutional 
irritation; and Mr. CHanDLeR, in 
order to save the patient's life, 
after a lapse of several weeks, am- 
putated the limb. 

In a similar case, it would be 
proper, when torn pieces of bone 
can be felt at the extremities of the 
radius, that the wound should be 
enlarged for their removal; and 
instead of fomentations and poul- 
tices being applied, that the wrist 
should be surrounded by !int dipped 
in the blood, and a roller loosely 
applied. The arm should be sup- 
ported on a splint, so as to keep it 
perfectly free from motion ; evapo- 
rating lotions should be applied, 
and the limb should not be dis~ 
turbed unless the patient has symp- 
toms of a suppurative process, when 
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a small opening should be made in 
the bandage to allow of the escape 
of pus, but still the bandages should 
be suffered to remain. The patient 
should be bled from the arm, if the 
inflammation and constitutional ir- 
ritation be considerable, and leeches 
should be occasionally applied un- 
der these circumstances. The bow- 
els should be kept gently open, but 
all active purging avoided. If the 
suppurative process have extended 
up the tendons of the fore-arm, it 
will be necessary to amputate. The 
operation should not be performed 
where the tendons are loose in the 
arm, but further up, in the muscu- 
lar part of it; you would otherwise 
have a sloughy irritable stump. 
Another untoward circumstance 
is a high degree of inflammation 
attacking the neighbouring parts. 
If the patient's general health be 
good, the inflammation will not ex- 
tend beyond a few inches around 
the accident ; but if the patient be 
irritable, and the injury, for ex- 
ample, be in the leg, the inflamma- 
tion will extend along the course 
of the absorbents to the groin, and 
if there be effusion at the same 
‘time accompanying this, it must be 
considered as an indication of great 
danger. Such appearances must 
not be treated very actively by de- 
pletion; apply leeches, fomenta- 
tions also, and apply poultices to 
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the neighbourhood of the wound. 
Lotions also of the liquor ammo- 
niz acetatis, with rectified spirits 
of wine, should be applied to the 
inflammation on the limb, whilst 
the poultice is applied to the neigh- 
hood of the wound. At the same 
time, opium should be given to allay 
the constitutional irritability, and 
a gentle diaphoresis promoted on 
the skin, by giving some saline 
medicines, as the lig. ammon. acet. 
These symptoms generally make 
their appearance in persons who 
have lived irregularly, either as 
regards their diet or their habits. 
Be very cautious about the ad- 
ministration of purgatives, as they 
disturb the patient very much; but 
if absolutely necessary, give an 
enema. 

Another obstacle met with in 
the treatment of compound fracture . 
is an excessive spasmodic action of 
the muscles. This action is some- 
times so violent as torender all your 
attempts to overcome it absolutely 
nugatory. In one case it disturbed 
the limb so much as to render am- 
putation necessary, and @n dissec- 
tion it was found that there was a 
piece of bone separated from the 
other parts, and locked between the 
extremities of the bone. 

It is sometimes necessary to am- 
putate from a want of union be- 
tween the fractured ends of the bone ; 
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and on this subject I can furnish 
you with the knowledge of a cir- 
cumstance that may be of the 
greatest importance in your future 
practice. You may recollect hav- 
ing seen me amputate, a short time 
since, the leg of a young woman in 
Dorcas’, for a great deformity of 
the limb; it unfitted her for any of 
the active duties of life, and she 
therefore became desirous of having 
itremoved. By some mismanage- 
ment or other the bone was frac- 
tured in the process of parturition, 
and although she is now about nine- 
teen years of age, there has no¢ 
been the least attempt made to- 
wards ossific: union. The part 
where the fracture took place is as 
flexible as a joint, and I therefore 
wish to put you on your guard, so 
that you may be very careful to 
avoid so distressing an accident. 
I have met with other cases of a 
similar description, and therefore 
Tam inclined to think that it is 
generally the result of fractures 
occurring at that period. 

“The ordinary treatment of these 
cases is, to bandage the limb firmly, 
buckle on a case of firm leather 
over the limb, and adjust carefully 
a splint on each side of it, so that 
no lateral motion may be allowed. 
‘ If it should happen in the leg, let 
the patient walk as much as he can 


om crutches, and thus, by making 
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pressure on the ends of the bone, 
bring on a sufficient degree of in- 
flammation to throw out adhesive 
and afterwards ossific matter. I be- 
lieve this is sometimes the result of 
continuing cold applications for too 
long a period to the part, thus check- 
ing that degree of inflammatory ac- 
tion whichis absolutely necessary to 
bring about a restoration of the parts. 
But if properly managed it is gene- 
rally unnecessary to amputate in 
this state of the parts. Mr. Ay mes- 
BuRY’S splints will be found very 
useful in the treatment of such 
cases; they have been used at 
the other Hospital frequently, 
and I believe have been success- 
ful in accomplishing the desired 
object. 

It has been recommended to am-_ 
putate parts which have been in- 
jured by compound fracture when 
tetanus makes its appearance. But 
I advise you never to do so, as in 
the cases in which I have seen the 
practice tried I have not observed 
it successful. What I advise you 
rather to do is, to put some of the 
extract of opium, liquified by the 
addition of a little water, into the 
wound; I have known this succeed 
when large doses of musk and opium 
had been taken without producing 
any effect. 3 

What is the most proper time 


to Amputate in Compound Frac- 
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tures, supposing the operation to 
be necessary * 

. All the circumstances before 
mentioned being taken into ac- 
count, if it will be necessary to am- 
putate in a few days after the ac- 
cident, then, the sooner it is done 
the better. 

If you amputate at one hour 
after the accident, the patient will 
do better than if you leave it 
twelve hours. For this reason, 
if you amputate immediately, the 
constitution has but one shock to 
sustain, and in general rallies much 
better than when the amputation is 
delayed. But if you leave it eight 
or twelve, there is a great degree of 
irritation previously set up. The 
loss of blood is rather a favourable 
circumstance than otherwise to 
precede the operation. The per- 
sons in whom these operations suc- 
ceed the least are such as are 
loaded with adipose matter; if 
you leave the limb, the constitu- 
tional irritation runs so high that it 
generally destroys life, and if you 
amputate, they frequently die in 
twenty-four hours after the opera- 
_ tion, from the constitution being 
ill able to bear the shock which 
that operation produces. The cases 
of compound fracture admitted 
into these Hospitals generally do 
well in the proportion of about three 
to four, This circumstance, Vi 
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think, alone would furnish an in- 
controvertible proof of the supe- 


riority of the treatment by adhesion 
to that which was formerly em- 


ployed. 


REVIEW. 


Medical and Surgical Cases ; se- 
lected during a Practice of 
Thirty-eight Years. By Ep- 
WARD SuTLEFFE, Queen- 
street, London. 8vo. pp. 628. 


In every work regard the writer's 


Without making any prelimi- 
nary remark, we will insert from 
this publication the following cases ; 
contenting ourselves by giving the 
author’s most important observa- 
tions in a different type; they 
really merit this distinction :— 

“ 4 fatal Bubo.—I was hastily 
summoned to a young man, 
at Lambeth Hill, just oes 
rupture of an artery which had 
been injured by the bubo. The 
surface of the wound was large, of 
an unhealthy aspect, and appeared 
to be the result of an undue d 
of long-continued ptyalism., 
pulsation of the iliac artery, de- 
nuded and excoriated by the con- 
stant exposure to an ichorous pene- 

fluid, was awful. The af- 
flicted petient seemed out of the 
reach of human interference, 
I WAVE THOVGHT that a 
ligature applied to the artery might 
have suspended the bleeding, if not 
_— his life. On my return home 
reflected on those apocryphal 
words, ‘ ‘Oh, Adam! what hast thou 
done ?’?”—p. 79, 80. 
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“Tt is surprising that a bullet 
will penetrate quite through the 
chest, and make its exit under the 
shoulder blade, without material 
injury to the party; nay, to the 
permanent restoration of an asth- 
matic subject, (A GOOD HINT FOR 
THE MEDICAL OFFICERS IN THE 
MILITARY DEPARTMENT.)” — 
p- 303. 

“7 was called in to Mrs. . 
ztatis 25, of Lambeth Hill, many 
years ago, as a coadjutor, when the 
reputed talents of the day were 
Brunonians. This woman was li- 
berally supplied with cinchona and 
opium, under a view of raising a 
superior excitement, the expecta- 
tion of which, however, was vain. 
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Her glistening eyes pourtrayed a 
joy that I wish always to retain 
upon a grateful memory. The re- 
lations and attendants in the room 
simultaneously called out, ‘ How 
beautiful! how wonderful! how 
glorious!’ In the evening she died. 
‘ On thee foul spirits have no power; 
And, in thy last departing hour, 
Angels, that trace the airy road, 
Shall bear thee homeward to thy God.” 
Watts.” —p. 315. 


“ Varied effects of calomel._—t 
have long been in the habit of pass- 
ing by the house of a young sta- 
tioner in Goswell-street, and one 
day seeing him at the door, I ac- 
costed him with ‘ Ah! James, how 
d’'ye do?’ Observing that he bore 


During the latter period of her 
existence I was witness to such a’ 
scene of seraphic rapture (for she | 
was ‘a very pious character,) as I 
scarcely expect ever to see again. 
At the intervals of consciousness, 
under the suspension of the ano- 
dyne, she exhibited a sacred joy in 


the approach of death, to which no! 
language can fully do justice. The 
impression was diffused over all the 


neighbourhood. I well remember 
it was in an ecstacy of this kind, 
‘one Sunday morning, when a fro- 
licsome party peeped into the con- 
secrated apartment, and one ex- 
claimed, ‘ I'm sure that woman 
is going to — ;’ and, I should 

me, spoiled in consequence 
of ‘the day. 
In the afternoon I called in again, 
and after pausing upon the power 
and soul-satisfying nature of the 
gospel of Christ, she suddenly broke 
out, with out-stretched arms, ‘ See, 
see!’ The window opened towards 
the north. I shall never be per- 
suaded butthatshe then acTUALLY 
BEHELD those angelic beings ‘ who 


the marks of ‘ ruder health’ than 
any grazier passing at the time on 
his way to Smithfield. ‘ Little do 
you think,’ said J, ‘ of. your deep 
obligation to the administration of 
THREE HUNDRED GRAINS OF 
CALOMEL in the course of three 
days, in a ease of formidable croup 
afew years since ; the solvent pro- 
perties of which medicine rescued 
you from impending death, without 
haying left a vestige of disease, 
or of ill effects from the remedy 
remaining.’ On the other hand, 
Mrs. , under the treatment of 
Dr. , in cynanche, took less 
than gr, jii., when ptyalism of the 
most’ appalling character su 
vened, oar she. was carried Poe 
rather by the remedy than the 
disease.” —p. 372. 

“ Vaginal Stricture is an oc- 
currence, though rare, inducing 
much solicitude when the parties 
enter into ‘ honourable bonds.” 
Dr. John Clarke used to pronounce 
his opinion of the practicability of . 
its correction with great facility by 
the introduction of a bongie of gra- 
dually enlarged dimensions, pre- 


minister to the heirs of ers 
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paring the bride for that | and 
enviable position in which ‘ ladies 
long to be who love their lords.’ ”— 
p- 464. 

'" The scrotum injured by a 
rat.—A man retiring to a strange 
privy, of the danger attending 
which he was not aware, from the 
vault, which led to extensive com- 
municating waters, harbouring 
rats of a peculiar kind, was seized 
by one, who retained his hold so 
tenaciously as to dispute the point 


of possession; as though the qua- | p. 


druped had received a legal edu- 
cation at one of our Inns of Court. 
No evil resulted from the event, 
further than its serving as a subject 
for a great deal of merriment in 
the rude and extensive circle.”"— 
468. 

“A caution in the external use 
of Hydrargyri Oxymurias. — 

iss L., of the Strand, et. 5, was 
brought to me, affected with tinea 
capitis, communicated at school. 
Not having witnessed the efficacy, 


at that period, ‘of the Cupri Sul- 
phas, I advised a few grains of 
Hydrargyri Oxrymurias, rubbed 
up with pomatum, and applied ex- 


ternally. Several days afterwards 
I was summoned to see this child, 
whom I found labouring under the 
most profuse ptyalism I ever wit- 
nessed. My alarm and regzet were 
instantly unspeakable. I requested 
the important aid of Dr. Babington, 
my guide and instructor thirty-four 
years ago: he, with his accustomed 
urbanity, sympathised with and 
accompanied me. The onus of 
the case was considerably relieved 
by such ‘a valuable advocate: BuT 
THE MOST SOLEMN SEQUEL Is, 
THAT AFTER A FEW MORE DAYS 
MY LITTLE INTERESTING PA- 
TIENT EXPIRED! 

“ While Professor C—— was in 


the dissecting room at Guy’s, busily 
separating a muscle, and our con- 
versation was upon animal heat, 
the subject of great medical con- 
troversy at that time, little P 
(afterwards oculist to his late en- 
deared Majesty, bringing in his 
hand a bullock’s eye, at that in- 
stant) said humourously, ‘ Sutleffe, 
I would rather KILL twenty pa- 
tients, and know the cause of their 
death, than recover one for which 
I could assign no medical reason.’” 
. 508. 

Apoplexy.—lIt is more easy to 
reflect than to act. The premoni- 
tory symptoms in the case of T. 
Chevalier, Esq. (a pious charac- 
ter, a rara avis in the professional 
world, and an illustrious star of 
the first magnitude in the medical 
horizon,) were so distinct and un- 
equivocal, conjoined with increas- 
ing obesity, that one cannot help 
(though regret is now unavailing) 
expressing surprise that such a 
deadly foe in ambush was not sus- 
pected, and cautionary measures 
vigorously adopted; but it seems 
that the recognised proverb must 
be fulfilled, that, While their pa- 
tients die secundum artem, prac- 
titioners generally refuse the use 
of all means, placing too implicit 
a reliance upon nature's resources : 
for instance, the majestic Dr. Pit- 
cairn took not a grain of medicine 
in his last illness.” —p, 510. 

Magistrates should have clean 
hands; on burning out a pro- 
curess——A house of ill fame had 
long annoyed the neighbourhood ; 
and, becoming ‘ worse and worse,” 
it was resolved, after much alter- 
cation, that this Augean stable 
should be cleansed. The summary 
proceedings, usual on such o¢ca- 
sions, were unexpectedly opposed, 
on the part of the inmates, by a 
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menace, that, if annoyed, they 
would expose the names of some 
of their distinguished visitors. This 
_— threat had such an effect 
that the legal pr were 
postponed sine die, and the impu- 
om wretch of a procuress actually 
Tetains undisturbed possession of 
her filthy stew. 

* 1 do not know to what officious 
wag I am indebted for a message 
demanding my medical services at 
a house of ill fame. When I found, 
however, that it was a hoax, I 
made a hasty retreat, for charac- 
ter’s sake. 

“ Judah the judge said, ‘ Bring 
the whore forth, and let her be 
burnt ;’ when, upon further inquiry, 
the judge was found to be the fa- 
ther of the illegitimates! Gen. 

. * What says the sweet singer of 
Israel?” —p. 523. 

ratio: a grave 
charge.— During my attendance 
upon Mrs. M » of Creed-lane, 


one Monday morning, to take my 
leave pro forma, she astonished 
me with the account of the follow- 


ing occurrence: ‘O! Sir, I wish 
you had been here yesterday morn- 
ing, the whole neighbourhood was 
in a roar of laughter: that house,’ 
pointing to the south, ‘has long 
borne a bad character. On Satur- 
day evening an old gentleman 
brought in a young lass,’ (the latter, 
by the way, was the lesser delin- 
quent), ‘ and early on the following 
morning she contrived to escape 
without the knowledge of her pa- 
ramour, and took with her his large 
bundle,, exulting in her unknown 
prize, and exclaiming she had 
* hilked the old fellow.’ And what 
do you think it contained? why 
nothing less than the sacerdotal 
tebes of dignified clergyman. 
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The poor man the discovery 


of this loss, not refrain from 
uttering his grief and di 

ment before them all; for ‘ what 
shall I do?’ he observed ; she had 
even taken his sermon with her, 
and he had engaged to it 
for a public charity, a few miles 
north west of the metropolis, (I am 
unwilling to exhibit the name of 
the place,) where he told his wife 
and daughters he should sleep. 
Sir, added Mrs. 
‘ what a crying shame !’ 

“It was not possible, for some 
period after the recital, to compose 
myself so as to appear sober abroad ; 
and I was obliged to wait until I 
could get my risible muscles into 
some order, ON MY REACHING 
HOME, WE HAD A SECOND EDI- 
TION OF THE sTORY. O tem- 
pora! O mores !”"—p. 577. 

Such is the trash, the contempt- 
ible trash, which the author has had 
the ignorance and folly to adver- 
tise to the medical world, under the 
imposing title of “‘ Medical and 
Surgical Cases.” In point of fact, 
there is not to be found, in the en- 
tire work, the record of a single case 
which would not be a disgrace to 
the pen of the most stupid apothe- 
cary’s apprentice in the kingdom. 
Indeed we do not know who could 
have written so much nonsense— 
who could have congregated such 
innumerable fooleries, as are to be 
found in the work before us—with 
the exception of some half dozen of 
the gentlemen who form a part of 
the honourable and intellectual 
Court ef Examiners at our most 
fortunate College. If we take into 
consideration the mental eapabi- 
lity of the majority of the gentie- 
meg who constitute that body, com- 
parative reasoning would lead us 
to conclude, that Mr. Surterre 
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sis of all men the best qualified, on 
the plea of equality of intellect, 
to supply the first vacancy which 
may occur in that quarter. 


Case of a young woman who has 
discharged, and continues to 
discharge from her stomach, a 
number of Insects. By Wit- 
LIAM PICKELLS, M. B., one of 

the Physicians to the Cork Dis- 


pensary, &c, 


This very extraordinary case is 
recorded in the last volume of the 
Transactions of the Association 
of Fellows and Licentiates of the 
King and Queen’s College of 
Physicians in Ireland; a very 
meritorious, valuable, and spirited 
work, and of which we shall take 
farther notice in some of our future 
numbers. 

The subject of this singular case 
is Mary Riordan, aged 28 years ; 
she is of-marked sensibility and 
melancholic temperament, or she 
may be described as labouring 
under religious melancholy. As 
the patient is still living, and as 
her horrible affliction has not ter- 
minated, we shall defer giving the 
whole of Dr. Pickells’ detail to 
another opportunity ; our present 
extracts however will be more than 
sufficient to point out to our readers 
the nature of this young woman's 
most appalling malady. The first 
discharge of insects took place on 
the 22d of April, 1822, and was 
. preceded by a flow of blood from 
the. mouth, nose, and ears. The 
various insects which have been 
at different periods ejected from 
April 1822 to 1823, have been 
represented in the plates which 
accompany these TZransactions. 
Dr. Pickells says, 


“« Of the larvee of -the beetle, J 
am sure I considerably underrate 
when I say that, independently of 
above a hundred evacuated per 
anum, not less than’ seven hun- 
dred have been thrown up from the 
stomach at different times since 
the commencement of my attend- 
ance. My own reckoning, during 
my personal attendance, gives up- 
ward of four hundred ; but in this 
calculation is not included the 
namber throwa up during my ab- 
sence of three months, a period 
marked by the expulsion from the 
stomach of such larve, almost 
daily, in some instances, as report 
ed, to the amount of above thirty 
at a time. A great proportion were 
destroyed, from an anxiety to evade 
publicity. Many too escaped imme- 
diately after having been vomited, 
by extricating themselves quickly 
from the vessel, and running into 
holes in the floor. 

“Upwards of ninety were sub- 
mitted to Dr. Thompson's exami- 
nation, nearly all of which, inclu- 
ding two of the specimens of tene- 
brio molitor, I saw myself thrown 
up at different times. The average 
size was about an inch: many, 
however, which I measured, were 
an inch and a half in length, and 
four lines and a half in girth. 

“ The larvee of the dipterous in- 
sect, though voided only about 
seven or eight times, according to 
her account, came up almost lite- 
rally in myriads. They were alive 
and moving. None of those have 
been known to have beendischarged 
within the last seven months. 

The larvze of the beetle were, 
with few exceptions, lively and vi- 
gorous in the extreme; nor was it 
possible, without a feeling of her- 
ror, to view them frisking along the 
‘bottom of the vessel in which they 
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‘were preserved, occasionally ex- 
panding their jaws, and extending 
their denticulated feet, or ‘ talons,’ 
as their unfortunate victim used to 
call them. Some, which were ap- 
parently dead, revived upon ex- 
posure to heat. 

“* Enclosed in empty pill boxes 
‘several lived upwards of a month. 
Mr. Clear, of this city, has suc- 
ceeded in preserving-some of the 
earliest thrown up, still alive, now 
after an interval of a year, by keep- 
ing them in little pots filled with 
clay, and so secured as not to ex- 
clude the air. Some specimens of 
the larve of blaps, which I gave to 
Mr. Clear, when kept in flour, were 
observed to be continually running 
to the surface, as if impatient of 
their situation, and seemed not to 
thrive ; but when placed in clay, 
quickly buried themselves, and 
seemed to enjoy their native ele- 
ment.” 209. 

Dr. Pickells having been de- 
sirous to ascertain by what mode 
these insects, or their ova, were in- 
troduced into the stomach, the 
patient, in reply to his interroga- 
tories, stated, that 
. “When she was about fifteen 
years of age, it appears that two 
much respected clergymen of her 
persuasion having died, she was 
told by some old women, that if 
she would drink daily, during a 
certain period of time, a portion of 
water imbued with clay, taken from 
the graves of these clergymen, she 
would be secured for ever against 
both disease and sin. She accord- 
ingly walked to Kinsale, a distance 
of twelve miles, where one of the 
elergymen was interred, and suc- 
ceeded in bringing away an apron 
and pocket-handkerchief full of 
clay from his grave. To this she 
added, upon her return, a hand- 
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kerchief and some mugs full of 
clay, obtained from the grave of 
the other clergyman, who was bu- 
ried in this city. Her practice 
was, to infuse water from time to 
time, according to the exigency, 
in a vessel containing a proportion 
of clay so collected, the mixture 
having been always allowed to rest 
until the grosser ,particles of clay 
fell to the bottom.” 212. 

We would, in conclusion, merely 
hint to Dr. Pick ELLs, the neces- 
sity which often exists of taking 
particular care to guard against 
imposition. It appears to us to be 


required in the present instance. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


ANALYSIS OF FOREIGN MEDICAL 
JOURNALS. 


REVUE MEDICALE.—JULY. 


We shall now proceed to notice 
the remaining article contained in 
this Journal worthy of note, which 
is an account of a Cyst developed 
in the Brain after a fall, by M. 
Batty, Physician to La Pitié. 

The subject of the present case 
was thirty-three years of age, and 
the mother of five children. In the 
month of October, 1823, she was 
admitted into La Pitié for an affec- 
tion of the chest, from which she 
perfectly recovered about the mid- 
dle of the following January. Just 
as she was going to leave the hos- 
pital, she had a violent fall, and 
struck the right mastoid process. 
This was followed by a dull pain 
in the head, for which she was bled 
from the arm by leeches, put into - 
a warm bath and on a spare diet. 


These means produced little or no 
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relief,and onthe second day after the 
accident she had partial paralysis 
of the left side, with marked dimi- 
nution of the sensibility. |The 
patient could not walk without help, 
nor without being obliged to draw 
the left leg along the ground. She 
could not raise the left arm without 
the assistance of the right. 

From the first to the fifteenth of 

February there was an apparent 
amelioration ; the appetite had im- 
proved, the heat of the skin and 
the febrile symptoms lessened, and 
the left side was beginning to re- 
gain its strength. But on the 16th, 
t.e. twenty-five days after the ac- 
cident, the head became heavy and 
more painful, with a tendency to 
turn to the right side ; the patient 
moved herself with great difficulty, 
and was obliged to be supported by 
means of several pillows. On the 
26th of February, (the seventeenth 
day,) the head was turned and 
firmly bent on the right shoulder ; 
the violence of the pain also com- 
pelled the patient to cry out. In 
‘the course of the day she fell into 
a deep stupor, and continued in this 
state till the 2d of March, when 
she died at two o'clock in the 
morning, thirty-eight days after 
the fall. 

Inspectio cadaveris, thirty-two 
hours after death_—Great ema- 
ciation ; head inclined to the right 
side and firmly fixed on the right 

shoulder. At the point of union of 
the middle third with the posterior 
third of the right hemisphere of the 
brain, a projection was observed on 
-its superior surface. The tumour 
-was soft and elastic, and gave to 
the touch the sensation of a liquid 
contained ina sac. The convolu- 
tions covering it were larger than 
natural, and whiter than the ad- 
joining ones, they had the appear- 


ance of being unfolded. A crucial 
incision was made into the cerebral 
substance in this part, which was 
scarcely a line (one-twelfth of an 
inch) in thickness, when it was 
found that the projection was owing 
toa cyst, having the parietes thick, 
and developed just above the right 
ventricle, towards the posterior third 
of the optic thalami, from which it 
was separated only by a line and 
half of the cerebralsubstance. Pos- 
teriorly, a lamina of medullary tis- 
sue, which was quite distinct, thin, 
hard, furrowed, and very easy to be 
dissected, enveloped that half of 
the sac which was resting on it. 
On carefully dissecting it, it was 
perceived that this substance was 
united to the cyst by very thin cel- ~ 
lular tissue. That part of the brain 
resting on the anterior surface of 
the sac was not much altered n 
consistence, if any thing it was 
rather softer than natural. 

The cyst could be detached with 
perfect ease, and rolled on the 
table like a ball; superiorly it had 
very much the appearance of the 
she!l of a particular kind of snail 
found on vines (helice vignerone). 
The cyst was separated from the 
left hemisphere only by a quarter 
of an inch of cerebral substance > 
the extent from the top to the base 
was three inches ‘and a half, its 
greatest transverse diameter was 
two inches and five lines, and its 
smallest two inches anda quarter. 
Its weight, before ‘the cyst. was 
emptied, was three ounces and 
twenty-four grains. The parietes 
were more than ordinarily firm and 
thick, so much so that I could with 
ease discover three membranes. As 
for the matter contained in the sac, 
it had no smell, and much 
resembled scalded milk. rest 
of the brain was healthy. 
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Thorax.—The lungs were in a 
good state, with the exception of 
the middle part of the left, which 
firmly adhered to the pleura costa- 
dis. by a thick, dim, cartilaginous 
_pseudo-membrane. There was one 
excavation only, which was of a 
sufficient size to admit a small 
‘almond, and covered by thick, dense 
‘pulmonary tissue. The mucous 
anembrane of the bronchia was red. 
No traces of disease were found in 
the other parts of the body. 


Efficacy of the Wormwood Root 
in Epileptic cases. 
[From Hurexanp’s Journal der Pra- 
tischen Heilkunde, April.] 

Dr. Bunpacu of Triebel, near 
Sorau, has discovered that the root 
of the artemisia vulyaris (common 
wormweod) is a very efficacious 
medicine in epilepsy. This physi- 
cian recommends that the plant 
should be gathered in autumn, to- 
wards the middle ofOctober,dried in 
the shade without being washed,and 
_not pulverised till the moment it is 
wanted. It should be exhibited in 
-the form of powder, and about half 
an hour before the fit is expected, or 
‘at least, as soon as the signs of its 
approach begin to manifest them- 
selyes. To an adult it may be 
given in the dose of from 50°to 70 
grains in some warm liquid. After 
the patient has taken the medicine, 
che should go to bed, and cover 
himself well up for the purpose of 
promoting perspiration, which he 
may also aid by taking some more 
warm fluid. When the perspiration 
has ceased the patient may get up. 
Dr. asserts, that the 
first dose even affords relief, and 
not unfrequently effects a complete 
cure. He recommends the inter- 
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val of a day between each dose, 
and gives five cases in which the 
wormwood-root succeeded. From 
experiments made at the clinical 
institution at Berlin on ten epileptic 
patients, three were cured more or 
less speedily, three relieved, and 
four not benefited. The experi- 
ment is worthy of a further trial, 
as remedies for combating epilepsy 
cannot be too multiplied, till patho- 
logical anatomy furnish us with 
a complete history of this distressing 
affection, by which we may found 
a treatment on rational bases. We 
will give a few of the eases recorded 
by M. M. Hureranp and Bur- 
DACH. 

A woman, et. 41, having made 
several campaigns with her hus- 
band who was a soldier, became 
hysterical at the conclusion of the 
peace, owing, as she supposed, to 
the want of her accustomed exer- 
cise. Two abortions, grief and ir- 
regularity in menstruation very 
much aggravated hercomplaint. She 
was siezed with convulsions very 
similar to those which epileptic 
persons have, excepting that the 
stupor was absent. The patient 
never lost her recollection in toto. 
After her admission she was seized 
with five or six attacks which were 
of a true epilepti¢ character. As 
each of these attacks was an- 
nounced by a feeling of uneasiness 
and agitation, the wormwood was 
given tothe patient at! 1 o’clock p.m. 
just as the forerunner of the com- 
plaint had exhibited itself. A co- 
pious perspiration took place in the 
night, which lasted till morning. 
The patient did not sleep a mo- 
ment, but when she arose felt her- 
self much relieved. On the 17th 
of April, however, towards 2 0’clock 
in tle afternoon, she was suddenly 
seized with an attack of epilepsy, 


of epilepsy every week, Three doses 
of the wormwood were sufficient to 
delay the attacks, so that he had 


id.| only one a_month. At last a pow- 


ing, the complain 

turned. On the 6th of May, she 
quitted the hospital ; for two years 
she has enjoyed health, 
and has never felt the slightest at- 
tack of epilepsy. 

A girl, eighteen years of age, 
subject to epileptic attacks for the 
lapse of two years, which had been 
continually increasing in such a 
degree, that at last she frequently 
had twelve ina day. After that the 
patient took three doses of worm- 
wood, the attacks were reduced to 
two a day, and these were of short 
duration. For a considerable time 
past she has had no more attacks. 

Agirl, seventeen years of age, at- 
tacked with epileptic fits for the 
last five years, owing to bad treat- 
ment, as she had received some 
severe blows on the head. The at- 
tacks occurred regularly every day 
and at the same hour. One dose 
only of the wormwood, which was 
followed by a slight perspiration, 
succeeded in effecting a complete 
cure. 

A man, twenty-nine years of 
age, subject for the last four years 
to periodical epileptic attacks, 
which were produced by a fall into 
the water when in a state of drunk- 
enness, was radically cured by two 

doses of wormwood. 


erful dose taken once a month suc- 
ceeded in preventing a return of 
the attacks altogether. 

A girl, wt. 16, was subject to epi- 
leptic fits, which had come on 
without any assignable cause. 
The attacks generally came on 
every forty-eight hours. One dose 
only of the wormwood-root effected 
a thorough cure. 


Obliteration of the (Esophagus 


in a new-born Infant. 


M. Vaw Cuycxk surgeon at 
Brussels delivered a lady of that 
town of a child arrived at its full 
time, and a y in a good 
state of healt On the following 
morning the surgeon was _ informed. 
that the child could not swallow, 
that on being put to the breast it 
fell into a kind of convulsion, the 
face having assumed a blue tint, 
and at last the milk which had 
been taken had been returned 
the mouth and nostrils. Two 
spoonfuls of some sweetened fluid 
were administered, and on swallow- 
ing them the child immediately be- 
came nearly black, A eat-gut 
bougie was attempted to be intro- 
duced into the esophagus, but jt 
met with an insurmountable obsta- 
cle before it reached the stomach. 
The child died on the third day | 
after birth, when the surgeon 
opened the body, and found the 
inferior extremity of the esophagus 
converted into a li cord, 
to the extent of about two inches. 
The cardia formed a complete qul 


, which was followed by another} A man, thirty-six years of age, 4 
equally violent in an hour after-| slightly idiotic, had suffered, ever 
wards. The patient then fell into! since his birth, two attacks, at least, a 
| a deep sleep, and did not awake 
till the following morning. Sixty- ql 
3 two hours after the first dose a se- f! 
cond was given in some warm fi ; 
perspiration, on next id 
morning she voided a considerable f 
quantity of high-coloured urine, 
which, however, had no sediment. 4 
The patient found herself much re- q 
lieved, and, in the following morn- 
| 
| 
dy 


de sac. The remainder of the 
gastro-intestinal tube was quite 
natural.— Gazette de Santé, Sep- 
tembre 5. 


On the employment of Cold ex- 


ternally, 


However ancient this remedy 
may be, we require, notwithstand- 
ing, some precise rules to direct the 
practitioner in its employment. It 
was freely employed by the an- 
cients from the days of H1pro- 
crates to those of Cexisus and 
Aretevus. With the moderns, C1- 
RILLo, Sarcone, Gorrrierp, 
&c., have used it in the treatment 
of malignant fevers; and we all 
know that Dr. Cunny and Gian- 
have particularly recom- 
mended its employment. 

Without going into superfluous 
details, let us observe what ordi- 
narily happens when cold is ap- 

lied to the surface of the body. 
hen a person touches ice or 
snow, he finds at first a numbness 
in the organ drought into contact 
with either of these bodies. If con- 
tinued longer, there is a painful 
sensation produced, the circulation 
is impeded, and the part remains 
pallid. These marks clearly indi- 
cate that cold is a sedative agent, 
that is to say, it is an agent which 
weakens the vital powers of the 
part to which it is wg But 
“see what happens after this first 
effect of cold. If its application be 
‘continued to a sufficient extent, 
-the fluids do not return to the 
which they have quitted, the 
ng energy is rendered inactive, 
and may even become extinguished. 
This is the case in frost-bitten 
‘parts. If the degree of cold be not 


_ sufficient to destroy the vitality of 


lie part, it will remain concealed 
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for a greater or less time, until 
the cold either ceases, or the cir- 
culation returns by degrees, from 
the part becoming habituated to 


| that cold which had at first para- 


lysed it. uns 

Cold, from its acting in this 
way, may be employed advan- 
tageously in all cases in which it 
becomes necessary to repress in- 
creased action; and it may be 
considered a very powerful, if not 
the most powerful sedative. 

But, on the other hand, if cold 
be applied to a part, and imme- 
diately removed, that part, although 
momentarily . weakened, recovers, 
directly after, a new life; the fluids 
which had been repelled, return 
with greater force and velocity; 
the heat becomes more developed ; 
and instead of languor and slug- 
gishness, there is an evident in- 
crease of the vital energies. Every 
one knows, who has handled snow 
for a few minutes, that the hands 
become afterwards hotter, and 
more inflamed. It is this conse- 
cutive movement of expansion, it 
is this reflux of the blood, which is 
called the vital reaction, Cold 
is then, in this case, a true stimu- 
lant, a tonic power which excites 
the vitality of organs. — 

From the simple observance ef 
the phenomena we have just no- 
ticed, it is evident, that cold is as 
much a sedative, or depressing 
agent, as it is a tonic and exciting 
power; and that these effects, in 
themselves so opposite, depend on 
the manner in which it is applied 
to the animal economy. It is then * 
the nature of the disease, and the | 
indication it affords, which are to 
determine us in the employment of | 
it, according to the one mode or 


Does the practitioner wish to 
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rouse the dormant energies, or to 
excite a brisk action on the skin, 
or even to produce perspiration— 
the eold affusions, or the cold 
bath, ought nat to be continued for 
more than one ortwo minutes, oreven 
as many seconds. Reaction is after- 
wards promoted by the heat of the 
bed; and this reaction is established 
with the greater force according 
as the subject is the more vigorous ; 
it carries the fluids to the surface 
of the body, and oftentimes re- 
moves particular congestions, which 
would, otherwise, produce serious 
diseases. 

It is thus, that on the first ap- 
pearance of typhus, or of camp or 
hospital fevers, we frequently arrest 
their progress by cold affusions 
over the whole surface of the body. 
M. Fracicu asserts, that in these 
eases, he has never known the 
practice fail of success. But when, 
on the contrary, the object is to 
diminish vital excitement, as irrit- 
able inflammation, for example, it 
beeomes necessary to make an es- 
sential distiuction. 

If the disorder be a general one, 
as a fever, and whether that fever 
be simply acute, or scarlatina, or 
measles, &c., it is clear that you 
could not in such cases plunge the 
patient completely into a cold bath, 
and there keep him for some time. 
Life would by such a step be soon 
destroyed. In such cases it is 
necessary to limit the patient to one 
~bath, or to cold affusions of one, 
two, or three minutes. But we 
repeat the immersion, or the affu- 
sions, several times during the day, 
and we find that the fever and the 
heat are lessened at the same time. 
M. F. frequently treats 


ients with ablutions only, repeat- 


ing the frequency of these accord- 
ing to the degree of heat of the skin. 


If, fur example, the thermometer 
showed the heat of the surface to 
be not above 98° of Fahrenheit, 
and the skin dry, he would wash 
the body with water heated to 90°, 
repeating it each time the skin be- 
came dry, and give the patient 
cups of warm tea. If the ther- 
mometer was at 99°, he would 
then use water at 86°. If the 
heat of surface was 100°, the 
water should be used at 75°, and 
the ablutions repeated more fre- 
quently. 
M. Tancmiov speaks of cold in 
the following way.—* Cold is the 
natural antidote to inflammation. 
In all cases of inflammatory dis- 
eases, excepting such as are very 
circumscribed at the onset, or possess 
achronic eharacter, at all times, 
whenever there is any constitutional 
reaction, it will be proper to pre- 
cede the application of cold by 
general, or by sufficient local, blood- 
letting.” This depletion having heen 
once practised, he recommends the 
water to be applied at first at the 
lowest temperature at which it will 
remain fluid, and he insists espe- 
cially on the necessity of keeping 
this for a long time on the part where 
you wish the inflammation to be 
checked. Without attention to this 
circumstance, the reaction that fol- 
lows increases the disease, and 
probably kills the patient. It is 
much better to apply water at first 
than pounded ice, because it is 
necessary to accustom the part 
gradually to the degree of cold 
you design it to bear, and when 
once that cold is applied, do not 
allow any temporary cessation of 
its action, as reaction would im- 
mediately follow. 

In treating erysipelas, he says, 
however sévere or extensive it may 
be, that he should employ water at 
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preserve 
every other infection.—Jbid. 


first lukewarm, then a little cooler, 
and gradually diminish its tempera- 
ture until quite cold, and even ice 
if necessary. That weshould take 
the precaution to keep it = 


metastatic repulsion, but always 
succeed in overcoming the disease. 
—VJournal de Med. et des Se. 
Access. 


On the Contagion of the Plague. 


M. Valli has recently made 
some experiments on this subject, 
in America, amounting to near 
three hundred, and from which he 
has obtained the following results : 

Ist. That the plague is a con- 
tagious disease, and that persons 
who have had it once are rarely 
attacked by it a second time. 

2dly. That the infection may be 
communicated to a person by his 
rubbing his skin with a small quan- 
tity of the matter taken from a 
bubo. 

Sdly. That a mixture of the 
matter of the plague and of small 
pox matter, rubbed on the skin of 
a person who never had either the 
small pox or the plague, produces a 
mild — of the plague, quite free 
from danger, and which will afford 
protection from every subsequent 
contagion. But the disease will 
not be so mild if the person inocu- 
lated in this manner has before 
had the small pox. 

4thly. Thatif you mix carefully 


-some of the pestilential matter with 


oil, or an unctuous substance of the 
same description, and then rub the 
skin with it, a mild form of the 
plague fwill be the result, which 
will safely the person from 
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HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


A case of' Fracture of the Ribs 
and Scapula, with Emphysema. 


W. C. aged 60, a robust athle- 
tic man, but of regular habits, was 
admitted into Accident ward, 

Sept. 6.—He stated that he had 
been thrown out of a gig, and had 
very much injured his side and 
back. On examination it was 
found, that the fifth and sixth ribs 
on the left side were broken, and 
that there was also a fracture ex- 
tending through the dorsum of the 
scapula, about midway between the 
spine and the inferior angle. By 
fixing the upper part of the bone 
firmly with one hand, and twisting 
the lower part of it with the other, 
a crepitus could be distinctly felt. 

The air had escaped from the 
chest through the wounded parietes, 
and had extended forward and 
downward principally, but also a 
little upwards, raised the integu- 
ments and cellular membrane, and 
yielded a distinct crackling sensa- 
tion on pressure. 

On the same evening he was 
bled to the amount of sixteen 
ounces, and had the left arm gently 
supported in a sling. He passed 
the night without much pain, but 
had a few fits of coughing, which 
shook him very much, and dis- 
placed the broken extremities of 
the bones. The emphysema had 
extended upwards, toward the 
morning, but as he breathed with- 
out difficulty, and his pulse only 
74, it was not considered wubee- 
sary to bleed further. _ ; 

8th.— He took this memingowis 


gentle aperient mediciue, after the 
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ion of which he felt less rest- 
less than before. The emphysema 
is considerably diminished, and 
the cough is much better. A wide 
flannel roller was passed around 
the chest to confine the motion of 
the ribs, and also to secure the 
lower part of the dorsum of the 
scapula; the stellate bandage was 
also applied to keep the shoulders 
back, and the elbow was supported 
in a short sling. 
10th.—He feels very comfort - 
able, his tongue a little furred, but 
moist, and his pulse 78. The air 
which was effused is entirely ab- 
sorbed. 
15. No unfavourable symptoms ; 
merely requires a little cathartic 
mixture occasionally to regulate 
his bowels, and is still kept on low 
diet. 
20th.—Still going on very well; 
when the bandages were shifted 
this morning, the place where the 
fracture happened through the sca- 
ula could scarcely be detected. 
His breathing is easy, skin cool, 
and pulse 70. Nothing can pre- 
vent his doing well; his regular 
habits and his age having no doubt 
contributed essentially to his safety. 


A case of Strangulated Inguinal 
Herma, requiring cperation. 
J.T., a man about the middle 

age, was brought into the Hospital 

on Friday the 17th, about eight 
o'clock in the evening, labouring 
under the symptoms of a strangu- 
lated hernia. There was a large 
tumour in the left groin, exces- 
sively hard, and very tender to the 
touch, attended with violent pain 
across the upper part of the belly. 
frequent vomiting, and complete 
constipation. 

He had been under the care of 


a surgeon in the Borough High- 
street, who had attempted unsuc- 
cessfully to reduce it, and there- 
fore sent him to this Hospital. 
The intestine had been strangu- 
lated since Tuesday the l4th, and 
therefore afforded but a bad chance 
for his recovery. However, it was 
considered right to put him into 
the warm bath and administer the 
tobacco enema. These were done, 
and the taxis again employed, but 
to no purpose: the operation was 
now proposed, to which he imme- 
diately consented. Mr. Key made 
an incision on the centre of the 
tumour, about two inches ‘and a 
half in length, and in the usual 
way exposed the peritoneum form- 
ing the hernial sac; but on laying 
this open, the intestine was found 
in a state of gangrene, easily torn 
by the slightest friction, and the 
seat of the stricture was at the in- 
ternal abdominal ring. After hav- 
ing divided this, Mr. K. made an 
incision freely into the intestine, 
and evacuated the feculent matter. 
The external wound was partly 
closed, and some simple dressing 
laid over it. The common injec- 
tion given, and some purgative 
medicine ordered. The patient 
gradually sunk through the night, 
and in the morning expired. No 
examination was made of this case, 
as the friends would not give their 
consent. 


A case of Erostosis from the In- 
Jerior Maxillary bone. 

C. H., a little girl aged 11, 
came into Charity’s ward on the 
31st of August, with a large ex- 
crescence from the lower jaw. It 
is a large, firm tumour, having a 
broad base of a reddish colour, ‘and 
appears to arise from the cancel- 
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lated structure of the bone. It 
reaches a considerable way into 
the mouth, particularly on the left 
side, but extends principally on the 
fore part, carrying the lower lip 
before it, which it has very much 
stretched. The tumour has been 
about two years forming. Sir Asr- 
Ley, when he last saw the child, 
said, that he thought it might be 
removed by the action of the ab- 
sorbents only, provided the supply 
of blood was cut off, and proposed 
for this purpose to saw through the 
bone partially on each side of the 
tumour, and at the same time di- 
the inferior maxillary arteries. 
-The child’s health is good, but 
there is no application made to the 
part. From motives which we 
shall have hereafter to notice, this 
operation, with many others, has 
been postponed, and will be, no 
doubt, until October. 

The only operation performed 
this week, in addition to that for 
the hernia, was the injection of an 
hydrocele by Mr. Key. 

The accidents received this week 
are, a wound of the scalp, a large 
incised wound of the arm, from 
the man’s falling on a large knife, 
a fracture of the clavicle, and a 
wound of the fore-arm. 


Sir Astitey has, by 
rest, cupping, and blisters, almost 
recovered from the effects of his 
accident, and is expected in the 
Borough next week. We under- 
stand that the partridges are glad 
to get out of the worthy Baronet’s 
reach! 


§T. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


An interesting case of Rheumatic 


Inflammation, and purulent 


Ophthalmia, following the sup- 
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pression of a gonorrheal dis. 

charge. 

T. H., aged 30, by trade a 
blacksmith, was admitted into 
George’s ward on Sept. 16th; he 
contracted about three weeks since 
a gonorrhea, which continued 
about a week, and then suddenly 
ceased. 

He was immediately attacked 
by a severe degree of inflammation 
in each eye, followed by a copious 
purulent discharge ; this continued 
two days, and then, by using some 
astringent lotions, subsided. The 
day following the disappearance of 
the ophthalmia he worked before a 
large fire, and had to run fre- 
quently into the open air, and in the 
evening, after receiving his wages, 
he went to a neighbouring public 
house, and had one pint of porter, 
and just as he had drank it, he felt 
suddenly such a weakness in his 
ancle joints that he could not 
port his weight, and fell to. the 
ground. He was obliged to be 
carried home; the pain in his 
ancles continued to. increase, then 
extended to the knees, and after- 
wards the shoulders and elbows 
were also attacked. 

He was brought in a very help- 
less state to the Hospital, and un- 
derwent a very painful examina- 
tion by the Surgeon of the week, 
who dismissed his petition; but 
presenting himself again on the 
following admission day, he fell 
under the notice of an individual 
possessing a little more discrimi- 
nation, and was taken in. 

There was considerable effusion 
into the knee joints, with very great 
tenderness to the touch, but not 
any discolouration. The patient 
could not bear the least weight ori 
his feet, from the pain which the 
attempt immediately produced. 
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17th.-—The pains continued just 
as yesterday ; his tongue furred and 
dry, pulse 96; skin very hot. Had 
no sleep for the night. Ordered 
magnesia sulph. 3}. lig. antimonii 
tart. m.xv. mist. ammon. acet. 3}. 

. haustus, 6tis horis repeten- 
dus. Hirudines octo singulo genu. 

18th.—The medicine has pro- 
duced a brisk action on the bowels, 
and the skin is become moist; pain 
rather less; pulse 90. Tongue still 
very much furred. 

19th.—Had a better night than 
before; pain just as yesterday; 
bowels still acted on by the medi- 
cine; continues the mixture and 
the fever diet. 

21.—The swelling of the knees 
considerably less ; can suffer them 
to be pressed without giving him 
- ; had a quiet night, and slept 

r hours. Yesterday afternoon 
perceived a discharge from the 
urethra, which has since increased. 
The swelling is quite gone from the 
ancles. The left shoulder still con- 
tinues painful. 

[To be continued.] 


A case of Compound Fracture of 
the Os Humeri, and a simple 

| Fracture of the Radius of the 
same Arm. 

S. R., aged 30, a private in the 
regiment of Guards now in the 
Tower, had his arm caught ina 
capstan, whilst employed in lifting 
some hemp into a warehouse, and 
was brought into King’s ward, 
Sept. 20. 

The humerus was fractured 
transversely, about three inches 
above the elbow, and from this 
fracture another extended down- 
wards, which detached the inter- 
nal condyle. The radius was frac- 
tured about two inches above the 
wrist. The wound over the frac- 


tured extremities of the humerus 
was aninch and a half in length, 
but was accurately closed, and 
small straps of adhesive plaster used 
to retain its edges in apposition. 
The fore-arm was bent to aright 
angle with the upper arm, and laid 
ona well-cushioned splint of the 
same shape; a many-tailed ban- 
dage was laid over the fore-arm, 
and two shorter splints placed on 
the humerus, and another on the 
back of the fore-arm, and the 
whole properly secured by tapes. 
Great tension has since followed, 
and there has also been an oozing 
of blood from the wound. Evapo- 
rating lotions have been applied, 
but the tapes have since required 
to be loosened. 
[To be 4. 


The principal accidents admitted 
this week are, a fracture: of the 
thigh, two cases of scalds; a dis- 
location of the os humeri forwards 
beneath the pectoral muscle ; and 
a fracture of the clavicle. 

No operatiogs have been per- 
formed this week. 


CLINICAL LECTURE. 


GEenTLEMEN,—The last time I 
met you, (said Mr. Tyrrevt,) 
I described the symptoms of con- 
cussion ; I shall now give some ac- 
count of fractures, and shall this 
day conclude the subject of in- 
juries of the head, and show you 
the mode of removing portions of 
bone by the trephine. 

I mentioned that there might be 
simply concussion of the brain, 
which is usually followed by in- 
flammatory action; that there 
might be also cases of concussion, 
attended with laceration of some 
minute vessels and consequent ex- 


| 


extravasation: But in severe cases 
of concussion, life may be destroy- 
ed without either laceration or ex-: 
travasation, at least none could be 
detected on dissection. 

’ I shall now give you my opinion 
‘as to the treatment of Fractures of 
the Cranium. Fracture may take 
place with concussion, without 
there being any depression of bone, 
and the patient would require to be 
treated as if it were simply a case 
of concussion, 

Fracture with depression, al- 
though unattended with symptoms 
of compression, will require the de- 
pressed portion to be removed ge- 
nerally; but when accompanied 
with an external wound, it is 
always recommended to remove it, 
and I should make it a point to do 
so. Where there are symptoms of 
compression, with depression of 
bone, you should always, in such 
cases, perform the operation for 
the removal of ‘the depressed por- 
tion. For it most frequently hap- 
pens, that although the patient 
may do perfectly well under the 
antiphlogistic treatment, when kept 
perfectly quiet and confined to his 
bed, yet when he has to enter on 
the active duties of life, and has 
to exercise his moral as well as his 
physical faculties, that the organ 
most intimately connected with 
these will suffer to a greater or less 
degree, from the mechanical irri- 
tation produced by the depressed 
portion of bone. If you should be 
disposed to adopt the antiphlogistic 
plan in preference to an immediate 
removal of the bone, or when in- 
flammation should succeed to thie 
operation, your main dependence 
would of course be: on bleeding, 
and in addition to the abstracting 
blood from the arm, I think there 
is evident advantage in taking 
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/bldod also from the temporal ar- 
tery, and the way in which I usu- 
ally do this is as follows: I pinch 
up the integuments transversely 
over the frontal branch of the tem- 
poral artery, just about the place 
where you would generally make 
an issue, and divide them with a 
lancet ; ‘they immediately retract, 
and leave the artery sufficiently 
plain, then make a longitudinal in- 
cision into it, as you would in open- 
ing a vein, and after taking the 
quantity you think proper, you may 
easily command the hemorrhage 
with a compress and bandage. 
Large pieces of bone may be re- 
moved, and the dura mater laid 
bare, it may even be perforated, 
and portions of the medullary and 
cineritious structure of the brain may 
be forced through these openings, 
and yet the patient may do per- 
fectly well. 
There have been many opinions 
entertained on this subject, but 
what I give you now is the result 
of my observations, and, I believe, 
that the’ existing discrepancies of 
opinion may be traced to a want of 
attention to a particular point, and 
that is, whether the inequality on the 
surface of the cranium be produced 
by the depression of the outer table 
of the bone merely, or whether both 
the tables are at the same time 
depressed. It is evident that the 
former injury may happen without 
any derangement taking place in 
the functions of the brain. The 
depression of the outer table .only 
is more likely to happen in the 
middle period of life than at any 
other, because the diploe is then 
more distinct ; and the part of the 
cranium where the accident has 
occurred may also assist us in form~ 
ing an opinion, as you know that 
there is a greater space between 
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I would, as before 
diately operate. 

Compression of the brain, how- 
ever, may be borne to a considerable 
— from depression of bone, 

thout destguction to life. Sir 
Coorenr gives an instance 
of this in bis Lectures, where a 
man had been labouring under 
compression of the brain for twelve 
months, yet was relieved by hav- 
ing the depressed portion of bone 
removed, which was done by Mr. 
Curve. Previous to your perform- 
ing any operation, there are many 
circumstances which you sbould 
recollect. Take care that you do 
not mistake an effusion into the 
parts immediately surrounding that 
on which the contusion was first 
received, producing an apparent 
hollow in the centre, for a frac- 
ture with depression of bone. You 
may distinguish this pretty accu- 
rately, if you are 1 in feeling 
the tumour; it will shift a little 
from one side to the other, and a 
fracture has not its edges project- 
ing above the level of the sound 
cranium, which this swelling dis- 
tinctly has. Then as to the parts 
where it would be improper to ap- 
ply the trephine I have no doubt 
most ef you are acquainted with ; 
these are the inferior angles of the 
parietal bones, anterior and pos- 
terior; or immediately over re 
courses of the longitudinal and 
transverse sinuses, or over sutures. 
It will, as a general rule, be im- 
proper to trephine below a line 
drawn from the upper margin of 
the orbit, along the top of the ear, 
to the transverse ridge of thé occi- 


put, or on a line drawn vertically 
trom between the orbits in front, to 


f; simple; they are a scalpel, an 
a trephine, Hey’s saw, and 
& pro 

Supposing the operation to be 
decided on, and you are satisfied 
as to the situation of the fracture, 
you first make an incision through 
the scalp, about two inches in 
length, or sufficient to expose the 
whole extent of the fracture, and, 
I think, if you make a crucial in- 
cision, you will do this better. 
This incision should also enable 
you to see a considerable portion of 
the sound bone, and allow you to 
apply your trephine principally on 
it. Then raise the pericranium in 
the same direction, but take care 
not to expose more of the bone than 
is necessary, as you are cutting off 
the principal means for the supply 
of blood to the bone, and exfolia- 
tion would be the consequence. 

You now make a careful exami- 
nation of the bone; if there should 
be any detached portions, you can 
immediately remove them; if an 
angle of bone merely be depressed 
you can introduce your elevator 
and raise it; if the piece which is 
depressed, ‘however, should have 
splintered away a larger portion of 
the inner table with it than the 
outer, then it is locked beneath the 
sound portion, and you could not, 
by simply elevating, remove it. 

What you have to do in this case 
is, to remove the projecting edge of 
the sound bone, by this instrument 
(Hey’s saw), toa sufficient extent 
to extricate the confined portion, 
and withthe elevator you may then 
‘|easily remove it. Indeed, in most 
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cases, you may generally succeed 
by one or other of these means. 
if the depression should be 
nearly circular, you would not be 
able to get the elevator beneath, 
and then it becomes necessary - 
ly the hine on a portion o 
should be made to bear principally 
on the sound bone: the circle de- 
scribed by the trephine should in- 
clude two thirds of the sound bone, 
and the remaining third project over 
the depressed portion. 

The mode of applying the tre- 
phine is this: you first push down 
the perforator and make a few turns 
with it, until the teeth of the tre- 
phine have worked a little into the 
bone ; you then withdraw the pin, 
and continue the same rotatory mo- 
tion of the trephine; it should be 

. withdrawn frequently, and the 
vg be examined with a probe. 
ou may generally know when 
you have reached the diploe, by 
some blood oozing out, and you 
‘frequently succeed in lifting the 
other table, although you may not 
have sawn more than about half 
way through the bone. At all 
events you should try to do so 
(Mr. T. performed the operation as 
he proceeded in his description.) 

e principal danger in the ope- 
ration of trephining is, that of in- 
juring the dura mater with the 
teeth of the instrument; but, by 
attending to the precautions I have 
just mentioned, I think this may 
be avoided. 

The after-treatment consists 

in guarding against in- 

ammation and ifs consequences. 
You should replace the pericra- 
nium and scalp as accurately as 
—_ and put over the wound a 

it of simple dressing, and occa- 
sionally a cold white-wash poul- 
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tice. It cecasionally happens, that 

ulations arise rather too exu- 
berant from the surface of the dura 
mater, producing a fungous appear- 
ance, projecting beyond the level 
of the other parts. - These may be 
easily restrained, by applying a few 
pieces of lint dipped in lime-water, 
and assisting its action, by making 
gentle pressure on the part. hk 
does not occur to me that there is 
any thing more of importance to 
mention on this subject at present ; 
but if any gentleman wishes to 
have my opinion on a point which 
I have not noticed I shall be happy 
to give it him. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


Case of Fracture of the Cranium, 
with Depression. 

Mary Southill, ewtat. 12, ad- 
mitted August 24th. This child 
whilst passing through the street 
received a blow on the head from 
a brick which had fallen from a 
house or scaffold about 60 feet high. 
She was immediately brought to 
the Hospital. Upon examination 
there was found a division of the 
scalp on the vertex of the head, 
immediately over and in the direc- 
tion of the sagittal suture, about an 
inch and a half in length, and 
having irregular, rugged edges; and 
upon introducing the finger into the 
wound, it was discovered that the 
parietal bones had been fractured 
and depressed nearly in the same 
direction, The wound was then 
enlarged for the purpose of a more 
minute investigation of the nature 
and extent of the injury, and for 
the purpose ef supplying such as- 
sistance as the nature of the case 
might demand. It was now as- 


certained that the parietal bones 
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had been fractured across the suture 
in the form of an ellipsis, the trans- 
verse diameter of which (being the 
above described suture,) measured 
about one inch and a half, and the 

jugate diameter (being a line 
yang through the centre of, and 
at right angles to, the former,) about 
one inch ; the space thus insulated 
was d about a quarter of 
an inch, and consisted of many 
fragments ; and in further illustra- 
tion we may observe, that at the 
anterior part of the circumference 
of the figure or ordinate of the el- 
lipse, the fractured portions were 
so firmly wedged under the sound 
parts as to render all attempts to 
remove them totally unavailing. 
Such being the case, after a fair 
trial by the elevator and forceps, 
the trephine was resorted to, which 
was applied first on the left side of 
the fracture, near the diameter 
called the conjugate, and subse- 
quently immediately opposite, at 
the other extremity of the same; 


by these means the insulated and 
depressed portions were removed 
without farther obstacle. The dura 
mater did not appear to have been 
wounded by the aceident, nor were 
there any unfavourable symptoms 


ut. At the same time it must 
conceded, that from the nature 

of the injury and the disposition of 
the fractured bones, the sharp edges 
of some ‘of which were pressing 
heavily on the dura mater, the 
patient would have been placed in 
a state of the greatest peril had the 
operation been dispensed with. The 
wound was dressed with oiled lint 
in the usual way. Acircular band 
of adhesive plaster was then placed 
around the head, something after 


the manner of the ancient yitta or]: 


garland, for the purpose of retain- 
ing the scalp in its natural situation, 


and obviating the tendency which 

the matter might have to gravitate 

under it and to form lodgments 
both disagreeable and injurious, 

The whole of the dressings were 

then secured by a night-cap. 

At the period of her admission 
she was perfectly sensible and bore 
the operation with considerable for- 
titude. Her pulse was very feeble 
at first, but soon became fuller, and 
numbered 110 per minute; her 
pupils were natural. — Mittatur. 
sanguis ad 3 x. 

After the operation she had, 
Pulveris jalape compositi, gr. x. 
statim sumenda ; and the follow- 
ing draughts : 

Kk. Lig. ammonie acetatis 5jii. 
Vini antimonii tart. m. v. 
Syrupi simplicis 3). 
Aque distillate 3}. fiat haus- 

tus 6tis horis sumendus. 

August 25. Slept tolerably well 
during the night. This morning 
her pulse is 115, weak. She com- 
plains of thirst, and her skin is 
rather above the healthy tempera- 
ture; tongue clean; bowels con- 
fined. — Capiatur Pulv. jalape 
co. gr. xv. statim. 

- August 26. Pulse 120, wiry ; 
tongue loaded; skin hot and dry ; 
had an indifferent alvine evacua- 
tion after the purgative adminis- 
tered yesterday. She was ordered 
to have an enema and haustus sen- 
ne compositus 3}. 3tiis horis donec 
alvus dejiciat. Her bowels have 
by these means been well emptied. 

She takes but little nourishment, 

and that of the weakest description, 

such as tea, barley-water, &c. The 
wound was dressed to-day, and 
looked well. No pain in the head, 

‘Mixture continued. = 

27th. _ There was no’ particular 
alteration. _ 

28th, Pulse 130, jerking; bowels 
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open ; skin hot and dry; tongue ra- 
ther loaded and white; wound dres- 
sed with simple ointment and lint. 

. 29th. To-day there is little al- 
teration; skin still hot and dry; 
tongue rather cleaner ; pulse 120, 
wiry ; pulsation through the dura- 


mater forcible. 

Passed a tolerable night, 
but is. affected this 
morning; pulse went, 120; 
tongue still furred ; bowels open ; 
skin hot and dry; has a better re- 
lish for food ; the following medi- 
cines were her : 

Kk. Calomelanos gr. j. 
Pulveris antimonialis gr. ji. 
at pulvis 4tis horis sumend. 
Ix. Liquoris ammonie acet. 3 iv. 
Aque distillate 3}. 
fiat haustus Atis horis. 

For several days from this period 
she had no bad symptoms, her ap- 
petite had improved, and the gra- 
nulations on the scalp and dura 
mater looked healthy and the de- 
nuded bone red and vascular; the 
little patient at the same time did 
not appear to have lost any part of 
her former vivacity ; her medicine 
had been dually discontinued, 
and she nothing but an occa- 
sional dose of house medicine to 
regulate her bowels. On the 10th 
inst., however, she became listless 
and uneasy, and did not appear to 
interest herself as previ with 
what might be passing around her. 

She still, however, slept well and 
had little or no pain in the head ; 


her tongue was furred, and her| plied 


110 minute, and wiry. 
wes have 
Pulv.jalape co. gr. xv. statim. 
Lig. ammonia acet. 3jii. 
_ antimonié tart. m. v. 
. atheris nit. XV. 
ue distillate 4% v. 
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Sept. 12. Skin rather hot; 
tongue cleaner; has little pain in 
the head ; bewels open yesterday ; 
is listless and spiritless; pulse about 
90, weak; granulations on the 
dura mater healthy, on the scalp 
pale and flaccid. Continue the 
draughts, and 
Capratur Calom. p. j. 

Pulv. antim., gr. ji. 4tis. 

14th. Pulse about 80, feeble ; 
tongue furred ; bowels open; de- 
jection of spirits and somnolency.* 

August 28.—A man, etat. 36, 
was brought here who had fallen 
from a ladder about thirty feet 
high. He complained principally 
of pain about the sacrum, where, 
however, there was no external ap- 
pearance of injury. From the ap- 
pearance of the right leg, and the 
foot and knee being turned out- 
wards, it was imagined at first that 
the femur had been fractured at its 
cervix ; the muscles of the leg and 
thigh were particularly flaccid and 
mobile, and the patient complained 
of a sense of numbness in the limb. 
There was a slight tumour over the 
left side of the sternum, about the 
middle. His pulse was very feeble, 
and did not number more than 60 ; 
his respiration difficult. Soon after 
his admission he had 7. opti m.xx, 
Sp. ammonia aromat. 3j. ex 
Mist. camphore 3iss. The next 
morning he complained of great 
pain and tenderness of the abdo- 
men, increased on slight pressure, 
to which thirty leeches were ap-. 

ied. At this his pulse 
could scarcely be felt, and the ex- 
tremities were becoming cold. There 
was considerable pain also over the 
Tegion of the bladder, and as he had 
made but little water during the 
night, a catheter was introduced, 
but only a few ounces of urine were 
found, There was a tendernese 
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10th. At ten o'clock this morn- 
ing the patient died. 


also over the second or third cer- 
vieal vertebra. His bowels had 
been during the night ; a dose 
of caldase and opium was given 
him, and Phe saline medicine 
every four hours. 

Died at 3 o'clock, Pp. m. 

The body was examined on the 
following day, when there was 
found a considerable extravasation 
of blood into the cavity of the tho- 
rax, and a smaller quantity in the 
cavity of the.abdomen; there was 
fracture of the bones of the pelvis. 
The os femoris, however, was not 
injured. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


Conclusion of the case of Edward 
Pomer. 

Tuesday, Sept. 7. Worse to- 
day. Great prostration of strength 
shown by a tremulous motion of 
the lips and chin, on the protrusion 
of the tongue; that organ is also 
much more furred than it has been 
before, and of a darker colour. 
Bowels open. «Pulse 100, very 
feeble and intermitting. 

Continue the treatment. . 

8th. Tongue rather cleaner than 
yesterday. A purging has come on. 
A pint of porter is ordered to be 
given daily, in addition to the other 
nourishment. Pulse 120. 

Confect. opit 5}. 

Mist. camph. 3viiss. 
Sp. lavend, comp. 333. M. 
Capiat eger cochl. ij. 4tts. 
aque hora. 

. Tongue covered with a 
black crust. Purging still con- 
tinues. Pulse 120, extremely feeble 
and irregular. 

To-day the symptoms are more 
dangerous than ever, and prognos- 
ticate a speedy termination of the 
disease, with the life of the patient. 


Monday 13th. At two o'clock. 
this morning, a young woman, of 
the name of Kairne, was 
into the Hospital, from (as we un- 
derstand) a place called Coventry- 
court, situated in the Haymarket. 

On examination of the patient, 
who was totally insensible, the left 
arm and the thigh of the same 
side were found ‘fractured, to- 
gether with several contusions upon. 
the head; oecasioned by a fall: 
from the window of a house of ill 
fame, upon the pavement. ; 

About eight ounces of blood were 
immediately taken from the arm ; 
the head was shaved, and cold 
lotions applied. 

11 o'clock a.m. The patient lies 
in the same state of insensibility as 
when brought in. It is evident 
that compression of the brain ex- 
ists, indicated by stertorous breath- 
ing, insensibility of the pupils of 
the eyes. to the-light, &c.; and 
there is every probability that the 
base of the cranium is fractured. 
The pulse beats quickly and irre-» 
gularly, about 100 in a minute, 
Anaperient draught has beengiven, 
but no evacuation has yet been pro- 
duced. Difficulty of swallowing 
also is experienced. ' 

14th. The symptoms of com- 
pression as yesterday.. Pulse 120, 
feeble and irregular. Bowels still 
constipated, although an injection 
was administered this morning. 
The swallowing rather better than: 
yesterday. 

15th. Died at 11 this morning. — 

On examination, after death, no 
fracture was found in any part of 
the cranium, which was remarkably 
thick ; but some extravasated blood 
was lodged under the dura mater. 
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15th. A woman, aged 55, was 
brought into the ing room, 


with a luxation of the shoulder 
joint, which had existed for nine 
weeks, the head of the humerus 
lodging in the axilla. 
patient being placed on the 
floor, Sir ANTHONY CARLISLE 
directed extension to be made out- 
wards and a without 
ucing any good effects; the 
pe om were next applied, but with 
the same result ; for although the 
head of the bone could in both 
cases be brought into the glenoid 
cayity, yet it could not remain in 
it on account of its being partially 
obliterated at its edge, and partially 
filled with fat and cellular mem- 
brane; and on the cessation of the 
extension, the bone resumed its 
station in the axilla. 
16th. The patient having been 
bled and put into a warm bath, 
Mr. Gurnere again tried to re- 
duce the luxation, but, as before, 
without success, the same impedi- 
ment existing as on the previous 
attempt yesterday. 
18th. Mr. Lynn performed the 
operation of paracentesis abdominis 
upon the same old woman who un- 
“eThe trocar was introduced about 


an inch and a half to the left of the | naldso 


umbilicus, and nearly on a level 
with it, and, on its being with- 
drawn, a gallon and a half of clear, 
serous fluid, of the colour of a 
strong infusion of tea, was evacu- 
ated. 

This is the seventh time that the 
patient has been *relieved in this 
manner ; and the three last, the 
fluid has been of different colours : 
in the one previous to the present, 
it was of a dark chocolate colour, 
and the time before that, it pos- 
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sessed a milky- white tinge. To 
what this is owing, may be a ques- 
tion worthy of inquiry. Can the 
length of time which, in each case, 
the fluid was accumulating, have 
any influence upon its colour ? This 
time it was only six months in col- 
lecting, the last fourteen, and the 
time before that, eighteen months. | 
No operation of importance be- 
sides has been performed here. 
since our last 


ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 
Saturday, Sept. 18.—Mr. Ew- 
BANK, assisted by Mr. Bropre, 
performed the operation of ampu- 
tation at the shoulder joint, upon 
a man, in whom the head of the 
os humeri had been broken within 
the lar ligament. 
Nothing else of importance has 
been done at this Hospital within 
the last week. ; 


INDIA MEDICAL PROMOTIONS. 


Fort St. George, Jan. 16, Surgeon 
W. Haines to be staff surgeon at Jaul- 
nah, vice Evans.—20. Surgeon W. 
Mackenzie to be cantonment surgeon 
at St. Thomas’s Mount, vice Haines.— 
30. Assistant Surgeon T. Williams to 
be Zillah surgeon of Calicut, vice Do- 

nm, promoted.—Feb. 10, Assistant 
Surgeon Bell to do duty under the 
ison surgeon of Fort St. George.— 

. Assistant Surgeon J. Bainbridge to 
do duty with H. M. 41st Regiment until 
— Assistant 

u n Cc to uty 
the Devel,” vice 
oted, -— Sub-assistant 
Surgeon duty under the 
garrison surgeon ‘ort > 
vice Gray, resigned.—9. 
sistant Surgeon J. Harwood to be sur- 
deceased, dated Sept. 
7, 1823.—Senior Assistant J. Smart, 
M.D. to be surgeon, in succession to 
Goldie, retired, dated Jan, 1, 1824. 


Harwood, prom 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The tscript to“ An Old Prac- 
titioner's™ letter was not overlooked ; 
but omitted ou account of its irrele- 


Two or three letters which we have 
received this week render it neces- 
sary that we should say a few words 
on the subject of Advertisements. 
We are sorry that their insertion 
should have given offence to any one 
of our readers, and we are at a loss to 
discover to what portion of oar swb- 
scribers advertisements are useless. 
It certainly appears to us, that Medi- 


cal Advertisements are Medical News, 
and consequently of value to both. 
practitioner and student. It may be 
objected, that some of our Advertise- 
ments have not been medical; this 
we admit, and, in future, these shall 
never be inserted to the exclusion of 
those which are. We also beg to state, 
that, after the present week, no more 
than two pages shall be allotted to 
Advertisements of any description, 
and, in consequence of this appropria- 
tion, each page of our future nam- 
bers will be lengthened by an addi- 


ASYLUM LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, 
No. 70, Cornhill, London. 
Confining its Business exclusively to Assuring the Lives of Persons go 
beyond the limits of Europe, or slightly afflicted with Diseases, or emp a: | 
in Trades which would subject them to rejection, or an uncertain rate of 


Premium at other Offices. 


DIRECTORS. 


Sir James Macxinrosu, M. P. President. 


Tuomas Franktanp Lewis, 


eury ric Stephenson, Esq. 
Thomas Meux, Esq. 
John Kymer, 

Francis Kemble, > 

Captain George Harris, R. N. C. B. 


Esq. M. P. Vice President. 

The Honourable William Fraser. 
Thomas Fenn, Esq. 

Robert Chaloner, . M. P. 
Stephen Nicholson Barber, Esq. 
Lancelot Baugh Allen, Esq. 


Georce Farren, Esq. Resident Director. 
MEDICAL OFFICERS IN LONDON. 


Joun Mason Goon, 
Benjamin TRAVERS, 


Esq. M.D. F.R.S. Guildford-street. 
. F.R.S. No. 3, New Broad-street. 


Hersert Mayo, Esq. Berwick-street, Soho. 
In many of the Establishments for Life Assurance, the Assurances of a 
select and domestic character are most improperly mixed up with those of a 


greater and ill understood hazard. 


This system operates most injuriously to those who wish to visit F 
labour under 


Climates, or who 
life. 
Persons about to 


diseases not tending materially to shorten 
go abroad apply to a variety of Offices for Insurance, 


without the certainty of obtaining it at any. 


- Many are deterred from making proposals by the consciousness of some 
slight bodily ailment or supposed hereditary taint, and by the apprehension 
that after they have disclosed circumstances of extreme delicacy, and sub- 
j themselves to exposure by referring to their friends, they may be re- 
jected as altogether ineligible for Insurance. 

. The ASYLUM LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY presents to the afflicted 
and travelling part of the Community a certainty of insurance with a respect- 
able Proprietary Company, at rates of Premium consistent with the risks: 
proposed, and confines its business exclusively to insuring the lives of Persons” 
going abroad, or beyond the limits of Europe, and to those subject to such: 
slight deviations from health, or. employed in such trades as would subject . 


them to rejection, or an uncertain rate of Premium at other Offices. : 
ae for foreign climates, by stating particulars at the 
will be 


Company’s Office, instantly informed of the Premium to be paid, 


vancy. | q 
| 
wonal ine. 
| 
lorei 
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‘apportioned not only with reference to the general healthiness 
of the climate, to the particular service intended. For instance, the 
Civil, Military, and Maritime services in the different Presidencies in the. 
East Indies, will be charged at different rates of Premium. 

Persons labouring under bodily indisposition, by candidly stating their com- 
plaints to any of the Medical ecrs of the Institution, and-giving the refe- 
renees usual in Life Assurances, will be itted at reasonable Premiums, 
justly proportioned to the nature and extent of the respective maladies under 
which they labour. ; 

These objects be effected at the shortest notice possible ;, as tables 
have been calculated for different parts of the world, and different diseases. . 

Assurances will be granted at 34, BRIDGE-STREET, BLACKFRIARS, 
until the Company’s House in Cornhill shall be ready. The Directors meet 
at the: Office every Friday at three o’clock precisely; and the Resident 
Director attends with one of the Medical Officers at the same hour daily, to 
facilitate the departure of those who may wish to visit Foreign Climates with 
speed. 

Phe Directors have appointed a Physician or consulting Surgeon of emi- 
nence in every principal Town, before whom persons wishing to effect Insur- 
ances may appear, and whose names may be ascertained by application to the 


Resident Director. 


WEST OF LONDON THEATRE OF ANATOMY. 
(Recognized by the Royal College of Surgeons,) 

Mr. SLEIGH’S Autumnal Course of LECTURES on ANATOMY, 
PHYSIOLOGY, PATHOLOGY, and SURGERY, will commence the first 
Monday in October, at Eleven o’Clock. 

For the peculiar advantages connected with. the system of S in this 
Establishment, see Prospectus, or apply at the Theatre, 23, -street, 
Grosvenor-square. 

The Lectures during the first week are free to the Pablic.—Perpetual 


Dissections. 


JOHN READ’S IMPROVED PATENT SYRINGE, used by Sir Astley 
Cooper, in his celebrated Experiments of removing Poison from the Stomach 
at Guy’s Hospital. The Patentee being authorized to state that this Instrument 
is highly approved of by Mr. Jukes, who exclusively adopts it in preference 
to the one which he formerly used, and the Court of Examiners of the Royal 
College of Surgeons having been pleased to honour it with their approbation, 
the Medical Profession are respectfully informed, that their orders, ad-’ 
dressed to any of his Agents, or to J. Reap, the Patentee, No..30, B 
house-place, Newington-causeway, will meet with every attention and dis- 

ony Price 3/. 10s., or as an Enema Syringe, without the Esophagus 

ube, 2/. 12s. 6d. : 

N.B. None are genuine, except stamped with the Royal Arms, and Pa- 
tentee’s Name. nef 


CHEMISTRY. 

Mr. GURNEY wilicommence his next Course of LECTYRES on PHAR- 
MACEUTICAL and PHILOSOPHICAL CHEMISTRY,.on Tuesday, the 
5th of October, at Eight o’Clock in the Morning. 

Students attending these Lectures may lave the use of the 
Apparatus, &c. for personal Experiments, but the Materials so 
must be provided by the ting Student, and accidental damages sus- 
tained by the Apparatus. during his Experiments to be repaired at his 

‘erms :—A single Course of Lectures, including the use of the Labora- 
~~ and Apparatus, 3/. 3s.; Two Courses, 5/, 5s.; Perpetual, 10d. 10s. 

For Particulars apply to Mr. Gurney, No. 7, Argyle-street, 
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THEATRE OF ANATOMY, WARDOUR-STREET, 


Mr. DERMOTT begs to announce that he will commence his Winter 
Course of Lectures on ANATOMY, PATHOLOGY, 
and SURGERY, the ist of October, 1 

Three Courses to be delivered Calan he Volrd and an additional Demon- 
stration over the dead subject daily. 

ample their convenience cu con- 
sulted, Mr. D- personally attends in the Dissecting Rooms, to superintend 
the Dissections ; and every assistance will be rendered for the advancement 


the 
PRIVATE COURSES OF CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTION. 
an, Course of is given to each of 
emen, preparatory to passih consisti| a 
regular System of Anatomy, &c. oeeery part of the neon Rody is taught 
recent Dissections ; and Mr. D’s arra’ pe pa are such, that his Private 
z on will not in the least interfere th Lectures, or other Professional 
vocations. 
Surgeons in the Sone ou Soe, also Established Practitioners, will be 
enabled privately to improve knowledge of Anatomy and Operative 


ndidates _e Army and Navy Medical Boards will find many facili- 
ew, in acquirin uate and suitable information. 

‘erms :—For e Lectures and private Catechetical Instruction, in- 
dading the aieesdinns. Ten Guineas; A single Course of the Lectures and 
Dissections, Five Guineas ; The Private Instraction alone, for an indefinite 
time, till qualified for passing, Five Guineas. 

The te dissecting subjects. is 
superse a peculiarly success an ervation, ma 

For farther partledlats. apply to Mr. Dermott, No, 7, Hollen-street, 
Wardour-street, Soho. 


A MARRIED MEDICAL MAN, Fellow of the Royal Collage of Surgeons, 
&e., residing at the West end of the Town, is desirous of receiving into his 
House a YOUNG GENTLEMAN, who may intend pursuing his Professional 
Studies in London. Unexceptionable References will be given and required. 
For further Particulars address, by letter, post paid, to X. Y., at Mr. Cox's 
Medical Library, 11, Berners Street. 


Ti hy» ne Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown; T. and 
Underwood ; mame and Hill; and §. Highley, London ; and A. Black, 
Siiaborghs the Third Edition of 
THE MANUAL OF ANATOMY, con tary Ves of Aoaiomy the Structure 
of the Boe so as to exhibit the Elemen iews of Anatomy, and their Ap- 
ion to Pathology and Surgery. To white h are some Observations. 
the Art of making Anatomical Preparations ; and ‘Two Plates, illustrative of 
New ent of the Nervous System, founded on the Discoveries lately 
made by Mr. Cuarces Bert. By JOHN SHAW. ing an Outline of the 
Demonstrations delivered by him to the Students in the of Great Wind- 
mill-street. 
Tho from too Landen Physical Journal, 
the new scholastic year for the students in medicine has 
—rnee notice of the present work. To those who are about 
» Mr. Shaw’s book will prove a valuable 
will serve to smooth 
ties and often intricate researches of an- 
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thropography ;—it will assist their ry in 
facts ;—and, lastly, it will be found a ss syllabus, and one of the best 
Of such a of course, ungecessary to give a an 
that which we canvot omit to give, is an account of the namper.in which the 
work has been composed. By doing this, we shall doubslessly excite a desire in 
the junior branches of the profession to possess the bvek;—an abject, in the. 
-complishment of which a reviewer should centre ali his efforts, siuce it js thus 
that the best interests of science are prumoted, when a work of merit is the 
subject of critical consideration. 
_ ** To sum up—we repeat that this is an excellent book ; that it contains as 
much real doctrinal, as wel as. practical, information on human anatomy, as, 
we should-wish every medical man’s mind to be stored with ;—thet it will cer- 
tainly supersede all other books of this class, for it even contains 3 direc- 
tioms for making ations ;—that it does infinite credit to Mr. Shaw ;—that, 
it is not too mu say, that a second edition will be called for'as soon as the 
numerous: pupils, who are thronging to the mart of medical knowledge at 
be: opening of the winter season, shall have felt and duly appreciated its real 
u ” ‘ 


e. 
_ From the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, January, 1822. 

** We must do Mr. Shaw the justiee to state at once, that the remarks which , 
we have just made, on the advantages attaching to this Class of attatomical 
productions, apply in a very eminent degree to his work, and have,in fact been 
suggésted by flie perusal of it. 

** He writes like a man’ perfectly acquainted with the subject of which he 
treats—and we hesitate not to assure the student of anatomy, that he will find | 
in this small volume, @ most useful and valuable companion in the disséeting- 

_ ** There are various other works which have been got up of late years ripen’ 
a similar plan, but the distinguishing advantage of Mr. Shaw’s is, that in it we 
meet-not only with correct, minute, and well-arranged anatomical descriptions, 
but with a distinct sketch of our plan of procedure, and full directions as. to 
what is to be done at every stage of our dissections.” 


Lately published, for the same Author, by Messrs. Longman and Co., 


A WORK on DISTORTIONS of the SPINE and BONES of the CHEST.. 
In 8vo. with a Folio Volume of Plates, . 5 
The causes and effects of Distortion, are illustrated by Drawings ftom the 
living Body, and from a variety of Specimens. In describing the methods 
treating each kind of Distortion, the various plans of practice which have_ 
been hitherto followed in similar cases are considered. ; 
Price of the Octavo, 10s. 6d. of the Folio, 1/. lls. 6d. 


* Mr. FAY, -Dentist, will « his Autumnal Course of LEC- 
TURES, on the BFRUCTURE and DISEASES of the TEETH, en Tuesday the. 
19th of October next.—In the progress of the Course Mr. Fay will demonstrate to 
his Pupils his New Method of Extracting Teeth, with Instruments of his own 
Invention, and which instruments when skilfully used will remove teeth with: 
the greatest safety and infinitely less pain than is usually experienced under 
such operations. Mr. Fay has used these Instruments for fifteeen years 
Without having experienced a‘ single case of failure. For farther i 
a to rte at his residence, No.7, Jermyn-street, St. James's. 
¢ edical Gentlemen are respectfully invited to witness Mr. F.’s peculiar mode 
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